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OK KM (ON 



(ho title ul capii'M'il n»K» 
Kl ick cj c-inizinp; Kiojcci, al^'* kur><^i 
iiv '‘wri lean ivr oi her hood , 

Intel collegiate Chapter ol N • ( i\ ar\(’ 
jat ion . '* 



I h.' rii carried 
..I » •liV-iiKr.s, 

• <•*. » I »'n ^ 1 o Moyne 
M ick MinJenl 



The complexion and oii;ani/; 
appirciablv changed in recent 

> nj i-xample. as rcr' r nMy ji*.' 

4 CkS niTo , T«i4>^ 'I hrci*, and '*m i :id 
)nv ''deiM tins l>ccon.c t he domi! .irt m i J 
PJ •)< H group in Vemnhln the •* 

rnilt n, Hl^cK (Organizing Vrey t ni 
II act leal pui poses. Its origin.il ie 
l.avcine Cabbage, John HurrclJ -nith, 
laiM ll, and Jau^cs J.liuore j'hitUps, 

> ( i c "wf. I lean Proiherhood ceil ccojie;* 



tional stiucture have 



' » hr If n V , 1 969 , 

I ?. w| 1 1. • I I ),r nnme 
I ini . V 1 *^ ience- prone 

v‘'-.(iel)a organi- 
I . ^ r» *. lor ail 

su. h as Charles 
C't'in.i .‘cr.nei ta 
I I? .» I J ir. jail. The 
lo t*>. isi *Ahen C^’cn 
•n cr , 1968. 

Chapter of 

‘ M k yiutl.?iit '.ssociation 
.11 Mcnphi*.* !*.taie 



College nerged i^ith icMoyne i«rJlege 
:hcjc IS nu* longer any ixvVoyi'^ -nlcr 
•, not her original cell the 
( » , r.ensiRting of black students 

I'liivert^ltv , is complete I\ lndo»-iMulctit and autonomous. 

I'or all practical purposes, Uie Invr^dei ^ is now the sole 
l ernlniiig activist black I>over organiy.at ion . !‘or strategic 
and ‘public image** reaiions, !uv;idci<» soniMimrr. refer to 
thcnselves ns Mack Ifiiited Trent and loriimunity Organizing 
Project, but the latter two names exist in nary? only. 



These four source?/ added lC.:ai siiux' 
and ‘ epiember, 1968, there hn** bet^n • k*>rt 

imiet s true tare and active nr*^*»‘.'rshiiv .nv.i 

uilf'jnaj gi oup of lnvadei>., so acliv* doi ing 
sii^'vicr oi 1968, have largely ceased w.» c>pvi.ai 
iuxning to crii*»e as an avoc'Micn. ^ .k* y»n;?i 

tsih.cn ihcii place, most ol are t - * i.* 

1hlj iic« group iH pi imai lly U'id« j t H »d i 

([ -sif-r't *’• i I J 1C time) ^vatF.on, itn. ?c?v 

ice trwis, and tacheatuM •' ith. 



jatc August 
4 hange in the 
1 r s . The 
I he spring and 
1^, cio-^tly 
?:• r group has 
?• MJy bent. 

} i I’ ol 1 a nee 
> or Turks, 
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r Characterizations f I ( '‘intiiM r.iJty, 

tudetus for a m?mfK:ratic Soci^ fv. ar1 • lucicin Von- Violentj 
joirilnating Corvmitieo, menti'j i' U hcn-in.Uifi in thlr* 
ommunlcat ion, kre Bot loith in the ApjK'nciix, 



iNwtnr.R Hr 



On December 17 , « 

vcie moving Irom Clayborn Tct>:rl< , 
to « rented store front at 27 1 in 
Church ordered Dr, H. Ralph Ufi 

Minimum Salary Division, 270 
Clnyhorn, to get them out. >:v 

and at some time '’use*' Invader •*. 
r.zehiel Dell, newjy el-^cted 
Ch^r^.er, to pay t!»cir rent. 
nl i;i20 H uicMith iCMl, ostcnsi***v 
Ccmmiinlty on the Move lor 
Memphis Negio ministers. ik.* H . i 
elong with JACKSON, gave the inv; 

to p.iy the rent* 



f t*n< nt>ttod Tnvudors 
< lunch, 2B0 Hernando, 

I h*.‘ 1^1 hop ol AME 

|r J I f «: I i>l AML 

^ .ir.d ovei secr of 
\ti o? .jcf lo pici fy 
f' f » r d i 1 h pevei'ond 
► of **»><*:ivhiB N/»'\OP 
w. t pi the money, 

* IP- fT#*.iury of 
!.iM ) . a group oI 
IS aciivr in (OVD.*.^ 

i ..ish Mif»ney v ith which 



The new building leiilcd Horn Mvin J. 
Hecl'onbacker , who opc’raies a vw^lJ li'rniiine store at 
275 Nance. The original iea\io shr^wtvi loveicnd ^z.ckiel Dtrll 
as loBsec, showin; the rental gioup fiot Invaders but as 
a phSDtom group, '*roimnunlty g iniy.in^ noject,*' Lc later 
deleted his name and listed lnv:fi pen Diglord and 

Harrell McCollough, as the lussocs. The Icu^we runs Iron 
December 23, 1968, to June 73, 1969. 

Later on January 5, 1969, 01:5 rt.s Om'*, Two, and 

Ihree advised the Invaders h?d moved into 271 Nance and 
obtained a telephone, number 5i^7-5)3o 

They added records ai »• t.s 1 1 nt .1 ined by 

Cachcatuh Hndre f;mith and SMi ley Vrsing .am! that Melvin 
Smith sleeps at the headquarters. 

On January 6 , 196T 'ouic» ' ;^.ided that prior 

to if'wing to 271 Vance, inv^«d T'^.thi* u; h no help of Reverend 
H. Ralf'h Jackson and Irckiel IrlKhi-; plunged to move to 351 
V'j\nrr' and t.hat Pell had 1 the l >} from Van court 
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s*lKy Company, but alter the lecembir 12, 
inco l^ateon, who was trying to break Into 
)is arrangement was dropped. 



1968, arrest of 
the building, 
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On February 10, 1969, Source Two advised that 
rebruary 8, 1969, Jnv»der5 office, a biore front at ^ 

271 Vance, had two couches^ two deslo., two iiling cabinets 
an E. Pick mimeograph machine (lnc*|M?railve) , rented for 
them by Grant Harvey, male an a»slsiant to Reverend 

Er. IK Ralph Jackson, Directoi of Mil imuro Salary Office, 

AMI Church; a rented Xerox ccf^ylng mnclnue, rented from 
Cooper Office Supply Company; a Coca fola macliine; plus 
pictures on the walls of Fld^idgc rl^ aver, a iugltive from 
Oakland, California, and leader of Ij.lmik Panthers. 

JiJ/ _TN V*^PV H yiNA NCTS 

As recently as February 20* 1JG9, Sources One 
and Iwo advised tliat Invaders have a small b.^nk account at 
Tri-Stale Tank, a l^egru-owned and Of** laied inKiitution, under 
the name of •’juvaders, Jnc. - (ommuntly Relations. ** Signers 
ol checks ore Donald C. Piglojd, Cacheatuh Smith, and Lance 
Kutson. This account is very srall, averaging about $33. 

To dale Invaders have received no bin contributions. Reverend 
Ezekiel Bell, in an effort to Improve their ”image,** has 
arranged for them to sell, each Saturday, 1,000 to 2,000 
copies of ••Tri-State r>efender,** Meraptiis weekly newspaper, 
a Negro paper owned by Sengstacke l>ubl ications . Tt Is 
significant that the •‘Defender’* has recently given Invaders 
a ’‘good press” by denying that they are young hoodlums and 
saying that both the black and white communities should 
listen to them. 

O FFICHRS 

On November 26, 196R , Sources One and Two advised 
that current officers of Invaders aii^: 

Cbairmaa: 

Co-Chairman: 
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Minister ol 
Public Relations: 

Minister of 
African Culture 
and History: 

Secretary ; 

Minister of 
Defense : 



Assistant 
Ministers of 
Itelenso (3) : 



Minister of 
Internal Security: 

Joint Treasurers: 



Business Manager; 



I'cy |«f Turks 

Melvin !isutb 
f acheatuh Undre Snitb 



f 



Pobert iNylor, also 

f s. t l-oulfM Taylor 



Huber 1 ••Corn Bread** TTilson; 

iiohn Charles Cabbage 



^•Jurlcf lewis 

j 'mes ’"egues; 
f’Onald C. Pigford 

TK>nald C. Pigford 



Frank f! , Mitchell Mini?5.tcr of Finance but 

resigned in November » 1968 » and no replacement has been named < 

On January 27 » 1969* F.ourco Fight advised that 
the telephone 527-5130 Is listed in 4.hc$ iiAime of ponald 
Pigford p 1778 Keltner Circle ^11, wile M.ary Pigford, a 
te;»cher at Lincoln Junior High *. chool . This telephone is 
listed in the name of Black tFiilod rommunity 

Pela lions Office, which for^^eily b?*d t«*Jephoue number 
525-9745 at Clayborn Temple, in nam*.- ni f*Mlcow Pouglas 
Blt>ckburn, pastor of Clayborn ‘fempie . 
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lOAHI) OF DIBFCTORS 
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On February 20, 19(i0, Souico One advised that 
he up-to-date list of Board ol Directors of Invaders 
onslsts of: 

CX>by Vernon Snlth - Routhw* stern College 
student, residence 2?.40 Brown Avenue; 

nuy Lee Turks, uncmplt^ycd, legal residence 
2376 Dexter, born March 10, 1949, at Tunica, 
Mississippi; 

Melvin Snlth, unen>|) Joyed, tesidence - sleeps 
in Invader lleadquar tei s , 2 /1 Vance, born 
May 19, 1939, at Fherard, Mississippi; 

Maurice l^wls, unou.ployed, rtvjldcuce 939 Maple 
Street, Memphis, useri alia^t Maurice Keyes; 

Cachcatuh Ondre Smith, uneMployed, residence 
172 Vest Dersoo, /parimont 6, born December 17, 
1949, at Memphis, 'leiinesBoe; 

Marrell McCollough, student, MSV, residence 
1445 Clcmontluc, age 23; 

Charles Ijiverne C:abbagc, uttemploycd, currently 
in Shelby County Jnll awaiting State trial on 
carrying pistol, third degree burglary, and 
Federal charge ol iallure to report for Armed 
Forces induction, born April 8, 1944, at 
Memphis ; 

John Burrell Smith, unemployed, currently in 
Shelby County Jail, recent Jy convicted of 
inciting riot at carver lileh School May 17, 

1968, and awaiting trial on charge of possession 
of marijuana and legend drugs, born January 13, 
1943, at Darling, Minslssippl ; 
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Lonce (Sweet Ibillle ^‘►inc) v«t8on, unemployed^ 
currently in Shelby (ounty J4iil in lieu of 
Peace Dond and on clMirgcs of carrying a pistol 
born August 19, 1938; 



fionald riorence Pig lord, student, MSU, 
1778 Koltncr Circle; 



residonc 




VI 



JiCwis Helch, part-time employee at Midwest 
l^airy Farms, residence 142M Greenwood, born 
July 27. 1941. 

cimurNT ACTivr. invadchs 



As rec€!ntly as February 20. 1969, Sources One, 

Two. and Three advised that the following is the basic 
current membership of Invadeif^, many of whom are new, 
and that the membership is highly fluid with a constant 
turnover in membership. 

This has been basically verii led by Lieutenant 
F. H. Arkln, Intelligence Ikireau, KSeMphis Police Oepartment, 
who on February 20, 1969, assisted in compiling the 
lollowlng list, based on current InformAlion in the Police 
l>epnrtment files: 



Carl S. Armstrong, born February 19, 1947, 

(not verified), residence , 

Memphis Police Deparlnent unemployed; 

lieroy Bledsoe, also known as *'Red,*' born 
Blarch 5, 1950 (not verified Bureau of Vital 
Statistics) (NVBVS) , residence 817 Lewis, 
employed E. H. Crump Hospital; 



Joo Lee Burns, 
residence 1116 

Joe Ijee Burns, 
Sonny, Joscpli 

rnr 

V ; 



Sr. , also k»»o>n 
Jan«es , FBI 




King Jewell, 
age 48; 



nkso kf»own as King Jewell 
**nMls, and l.avelle Marlon 
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7ari r^ivift, Jr.| r l deuce KUncnesier. 

Memph IS ; 

Thawas "Tom'* ]iavl5. 

Joiinnie lee FrierHon. rcihidercc 1^16 Foster, 
born June 25, 1945 ^S’VIW;>/, 

raymond Fuller^ 8511 lck», ai:e £1 to */2; 

Frank Cera Ids ^ Jr., ♦cj^i (oior,fcdo Si r eel 
Aj artmeiM 3, ?.Vm|>hl"* f'oiirt' tnien t 

born Ociober 14, ly.P (H\}V ) . 




Janes td<iini*d Criilin. Jn:j/ 
•|em;^»hiK IHjIIcc |»'enl 

October 16, 1949 r 



M . , A venue , 
born 



kforacc **"* t ^Vnrliis iH>ilcc 
TVpar tmeni Ih>i n July 11, 1949, 

or July 1 1 , 

'‘lack Chnrics *?ardin, lll^o ivipnwn as M. r,, 

366^ Vance, ^1. an d 1<»7 » in den, Mc^mphis 
boiice ((epartiucni I8 S8BB5BI barn Heccfober 25, 
1952 (Nvnvs); 

^!arlene Itorron, rcf^idence JJ89 Tunica; 

r.inw»ett Hous e. f»uth linkway, Memphis ^llce 

yiepartr^ent born June 1, 1942 




Vathnniel Vosbitt yobnyon, <!«>>»» kn own as Spider, 
Memphis F\>lice rtSSSSS. born 

February 16, 1938 f/:vMV' } 

Anderson JoidiUi, Ji a j sv :iroll, 

Mempni^ Police lK>rn 

May 16, 1941, or .Va% »b, \ i> • *. bvM ; 







(KVBVS) ,• residence 
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Brenda Joyce Major, residence S35 Vance, 

- born March 2, 1952 (NVBVS) ; . v. • • : 

c’ -" ,. * f 

. Marreli McCollough, residence 1445 Clementlne,''f;J 
student, MSB; '5*/ 

..^ . '.a;. / .>,j>:/^ r-* 



Winston Lee Middleton, res idence 61 7 
Memphis Police Department born 

April 27, 1941 (NVBVS) ; . • v 

Frank W. Mitchell, residence 2559 Honette; ' ^ 

Fddie Morris, Jr., also known as Eddie Tate,‘-^x■tr 
age 17, born February 22, 1952, at Millington, 

Tennessee (per his mother, Henri Leo llorris),;i;.^^^^^-| 4 ^^ 
residence 7751 Reese Road, Shelby County, . 

Tennessee, claims to be older, claiming born 
February 22, 1946; . 

Michael Eugene Mountain, 3465 W est Horn La ke\.i#^.v-^-ii^-g^^ 
Road, Memphis Police Department giMliiffiili . ‘ ^'4 
born August 1, 1950 (NVBVS); 

James Harold Korman, 1439 Leland, born 
July 13, 1950 (NVBVS) ; _• 

Otia Parnell^ also known as Elijah Parker, 

1533 Marjorie, born June 6, 1948, at Mew - e 
Albany, Mississippi (NVBVS) ; .j , - 

■ ' *.*r ' ■ * ^ 

James Pegues, residence 638 Suzette, employed 

as 

3 



iward Pryor, also known as l^pricon, 

27, 1950 (NVBVS), residence 280 

.. . ••" ‘ ’’ L ■'■ 



v» >\'S- ;T»' ft' tt*#..-/ *-. 

*'*^iv'** ** • ''j ’ ■ .'ll’ 



Donald 

#11, MSB student; 

George Edward 
born May 
East Trigg;, . 

i t I »,t; • 

M. C. Scales, Memphis Police Department 
born August 4, 1941, or July 4, 1941, (N«u«o/, 
residence 931 Knight Place, operator, Twilight > 
Zone,^ Lounge, 299 Vance; 

Cacheatuh Bndre Smith, born December 17, 1949 

172 West Person, Apartment 

: 
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Coby Vernon Switb, 22^0 Jtjown. 

student, ;;out hucsi« • r Lxii n 

July 17, 1940 iNVB. ' . 

born Ortol>eT J 2, 1919. at M€**»f*hl5 (^’^‘PVS;, 

FBI 

Melvin Smilb, born •MJv 19, 1940, »t flherard, 
MiSBissippl <!NVBVS^. residence 2V1 Vance; 

] tlel Mae Staples, jkn« itlH I 

Mae Taylor and Mrs. f‘»’bei i UhIm i^yior, 
residence 1505 Mon'>r.?v»t^ br p n Janiury 19, 
1952 (K\BVS>; 



\felinda Taylor, re^tid^nce .»>! ^anuy Thomas 
tk^ulevard, born Sep^' ^ bet: *'), IVT^Z (^^'VRVS) ; 

Hebert 1 ,C‘vrij* Taylo* , •r .,b*tn Jecember 
1917, or J/ecember 3, 1949, nr iHcerrpb«;r .T< 
1050 (VVBV:^>, Memphis F».>1 1. i; tne nt 

Caroivn Thoma^i, bnrn .Veb^tify 17, 1950 
(NVBVS), residence 435 ^,aLn<:e. 

Foy 1 eo Turks, born 'Urch tO, 1949, at 
Tunica, Mlnnissippl CIVBV5.) , residence 
2376 Dexter; 




Evelyn Turner, gliUriend vov Turks, 
born OecepBbex 31, 1918, at Proctor, Arkansas 
(MVin*S), student, business Senool, 

residence 40# ^-out^ •♦tb eel, '•e.sl Memphis, 
Arkansas ; 

I binco Batson, i n ^ 

^‘wect. an lie. and ? 1 • le 
193B ( ve I* i 1 1 1 
Depai Invent ^HSRSB >e.i;l 
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Robert Andrew We be tor » «lao known As Super Cool, 
1595 East McliCmore, bcrn M ^rch ? 5 , 1 949 (NVBVS)^"^ 
Memphis Police Dep^rlwienl 



Lewis Welch, also V.notvn as "The Lock,” residei 
1429 Greenwood, born ,iuly 27^)941(NVBVS) , I 
Memphis Police Departracnt SBal!!SIIB9i 

Gwendolyn White, alFO knoiwn as Guindolyn White, 
born August 28, 1945 (NVBVS) , residence 373 
Pontotoc ; 

Robert Lee "Corn Pteart” Wilson, born August 7, 
1949 (NVBVS) , residence 13 <> WcM Fie lds. 

Memphis Police Department 

George Edward Winfrey, born January 30, 1935, 
or January 29, 1934 (NVBVS), residence 004 
North 2nd; .■ 

Shirley Young, born lobruary 13, 1955 (NVBVS), 
residence 1311 McMillan. 

VII. OBTAINING OF GUNS AND ADVOCACY OF CRIMINAL ACTS 

On January 20, 1969, Source One stated that 
Invaders are trying to expand forces, recruiting teenagers, 
and want to train them in Karate. At a January 14, 1969, 
Invader meeting, 271 Vance Avenue, Melvin Smith made an 
emotional speech in which he claimed the whites were doing 
everything possible to desti oy the Invaders. He said, "The 
FBI has commissioned Guardsmark to ride around and shoot 
black people if they get out of line . That is all they are 
in Memphis for." (Guardsmark Is a private guard-type 
security agency operated by Mack Llpman and Company, 22 
South Second Street, Memphln.) Smith added, "The United 
States gives everybody guns to fight black people with. 

If you don't believe white people axe dangerous, ask those 
Arabs what the Jews did to them in seven days." 
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At this meeting Le*!’’ welch eaid, "Re »re going 
4 ^- | oiit«-h a cAmpiAlgo #nd cAlt It It.* That means _ -»i 

getting money or anything •« c»i' use through »ny meafls 

poBElble." ISe warned Hov J.ee tucks and Eddie Moms, Jr .1 
also known as Eddie Tate, to give no more stories to the J 
newspapers, adding, ’“The next time you give out any infoz^ 
•ation about the organiratiOR , wo arc going to put you ln\^^ 
the middle of the CWlsslssip?*! > Rivei and station people 
on each bank to see how well you can swim. That water is 
cold out there this time of the year and when they bring 
the bodies up, they are usuallv froxtn." He added, "The 
Blackstone Rangers have tholf lerritcries organiacd like we 
should have ours. Those pie^'/ If are together. The police 
don't patrol their territory we a*e also going to get 
down on *Oi>eratloo Plg-p * and drive ttiem out." (Source One 
said Pigs is a derogatory ter*" itsed by Black Powerites and 
the New Left to stlgmatlre 1.^*- 'nforfemeut officers and 
the term was populansted bv the Black Panther Party .) 

Velch added that "We are going to take over Vance Street 
and then start down Bernandc. As to how this is going to 
be done, only certain people ate to know right now. We are 
going to get some pieces and we need some responsible people 
to issue them. If you want to leave your name and address 
with me for a screening to gel one of these pieces, then you 
will be Issued one after the nneening." (Source One said 
pieces means guns.) 

Source One added that on J*nuary 15, 1969, at a 
meeting of the inner circle of tnvadors at 271 Vance, Lewis 
Welch commented they would si-art their "thing" tonight, by 
taking a stroll down the street to check on the prostitutes. 
He said the Invaders would soon do all of the pimping for 
the Vance Avenue, Bemle Str«el, Herrmdo street prostitutes, 
all located in the area surrounded bv 271 Vance. He said 
if the prostitutes want to ce-tlnue to operate in this area, 
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AB recently *b February 20, 1969, Source One 
sABted tb*t moat individual ni^mber* oX Invaders had one o; 
liioTF firearms hidden at home or with friends. ■ The- Invade: 
as of February 20, 1969, owned or controlled two carbines] 
several Bhotguns, several miecel lanecus varied-calibef J 
pistols, three .22 caliber rllles, plus a .22 caliber rill 
Lwith a scope. Invader Carl S. Armstrong, as recently as i 



REVELATIONS OF INVADER PEN HEARD BERRY AND WIFE 
JOHNNIE MAE BERRY RECORDING IT-VADERS AND THEIR 
AUGUST 24, 1968, SHOOllNO OFIYTLICE OFFICER 



H. Arkin 



On January 16, 1969 
Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police Department, made 
available a lengthy legal-sl/e copy of a statement made by 
Invader Ben Hoard Berry, male Negro, residence 17 East Farrow, 
Apartment 1, made in the office of the Attorney General, 

Shelby County, Tennessee, in the preincnce of his attorney, 
Russell X. Thompson; Invest E. L. Hutchinson of the 
Shelby County Attorney General's Office; Lieutenant Toauny . 

H. Smith, Homicide Bureau, Memphis Pr>lice Department; 
Lieutenant E. H. Arkin, Intelligence Bureau, Memphis Police ■ 
Dopartatent; and Jewett Miller, Assistant Attorney General, 
which was taken on January 2, 1969, at 10:30 a.m. This was 
typed by M. E. Fortlnberry. It was with regard to the 
shooting by several Invaders of Patrolman Robert James Waddell 
and Lieutenant J. D. Moore of the Memphis Police Department 
on Saturday. August 24, 1968, at approximately 9:10 p.m. 
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. ^■u. He Bald that the plans to Khoot the police off^er.,. 

were wade following the earlier arrest of John Henry Fermson 
near the Invader headpuarteiP , then located at 1310 Florlba 
Ftreet, when he was arrested alter menacing motorists win 
what turned out to be a toy rlile. Pe said be had been St 
the Neighborhood Organizing Project office of the War on 
Poverty Comnlttee, which is also being used as an Invader 
office, at the time the word was received that John Henry 
Ferguson had been arrested, and that initial plans to ambush 
an officer in retaliation were wade at that time. He said a 
large number of Invaders were present st the time and that 
the initial idea to ambush the officer in retaliation was that 
of Oree McKenzie and that thereafter Oree McKcnzlo. John Gary 
Williams, Womax Stevenson, and >»en P'^rry decided to go through 
with the operation. He stated that the invaders were using the 
Neighborhood Organizing Project office for their headquarters 
at this time. 

He said that they had learned of Ferguson's arrest 
at approximately 8:30 p.m. and that some of the Invaders had 
made the statement if he wap not turned loose within an hour, 
all hell would break loose. He stated that this statement bad 
been made to a Lieutenant of the Memphis Police Department. 

He stated that John Cary Williams was not actually present 
when this statement was made but arrived shortly thereafter 
with a youn£^ woman, since identified ss Gloria Faye Goodman. 

He stated that the five Indlvldunls, Including himself, then 
went around to his apartment at 17 Fast Farrow, and picked up some 
firearms and rifles, specifically three rifles, one a 7.62 
millimeter Russian make rifle, the other a .303 British carbine, 
and a 22.250 Remington, all three having bolt actions. He 
stated that his wife and son then lived with him at 17 East 
Farrow and that he bad had the weapons most of the summer 
off and on but that the only one belonging to him was the 
.303 carbine. He stated the 27.250 Pemington belonged to 
John Burrell Smith, Chairman ol the Invaders, and that the 
7.62 millimeter Russian rifle belonged to Cliarles LaVerne 
Cabbage, Program Director of the Invaders. 

He stated that be cP'ie into possession of the rifles 
of Cabbage and Braltb because they bad both been in the habit 
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of keeping their rifles in the same place and that at one 
they kept them at Cabbage's mother’s house, 234 Ingle 
^ut they were afraid the police would find them, and dec* 
to keep them at Berry’s place bi^causc the police did not 
know his address at the time, lie claimed that he bought 
rifle at the woolco Store in Southgale and he assumed th 
'^Cabbage and John Smith got theirs by stealing them. He 
thnt the ammunition for these rifles was purchased at 
various places, such as Vfoolco, York Arms, and other hardware 
stores. 

He stated that Pomax Rtevenson and Oree McKenzie 
harried the rifles out of his spartment and that John Cary 
irilliams drove his car around In the apartment, picking 
them up in the roar thereof. !ic said it was a green Camara 
(a small Chevrolet) and that Cloria Vaye Goodman was with 
Trilliams at the time. 

• ^ S 

They put the rifles in the trunk of the car. They 
went back to the Neighborhood Organizing Project office, 1310 
Florida. Oree McKenzie and lien Berry went into the office, 
leaving the others in the car. The purpose of going inside • 
was to got some ammunition, which wa-=* located on a shelf in 
the back of the Neighborhood Oiganiztng Project office. They 
remained there for about five minutes, during which time Oree 
McKenzie got a "firearms piece" from John B. Smith, which he 
said looked- like a .45 caliber, but is actually a 9 millimeter 
hand gun. Thereafter, John Cary Williams, Womax Stevenson, 

Oree McKenzie, and Ben Derry decided to ambush a police 
officer somewhere in South Memphis since this is the location 
where John Ferguson had been arrested earlier that evening. 

He said Gloria Faye Goodman did not enter into the discussion 
but was present when the discussion took place. They decided 
to ambush from the railroad down near the lumberyard in 
Southwest Memphis. It was understood that Gloria Goodman would 
make a phone call to the Police Department, saying something 
to the effect that there was a fight in the vicinity or a drunk, 
requesting that the police co?'ie to this location immediately. 
They did not plan to ambush any specific squad car, merely any 
squad car which might come along. 

It was decided that Womax '>tevonson, Oroe McKenzie, 
Cory Williams, and Ben Derry would rtay at the scene while 
Gloria Goodman wont to make the phone call to Police 
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BttadQuarters to draw a squad car Into the area. It was a . 
/dead-end street, running into a railroad. Gloria Goodmanf 
I would remain in the car nearby so that they would have a I 
I means of getaway . I 

\ He said they remained there about 10 or 15 mindtes 

before the squad car which they shot at came by. He said 
that when they finally shot at the squad car, each one f 
the four auiles shot one time. Everyone . 

miss. BO they left. He said that tho purpose of 
the squad car was not specilically to kill one or both of 
the occupants. Just to take aim at the car 

pointed out that one young man came In ® ^ 

them, either before or during the actual shooting, Jhat 

he ran with them after they had shot, but later disappeared. 

After the shooting, the weapons were thrown in the 
trunk of Cary Williams* Camnro. They came back «“>rth ®n the 
interstate expressway to McLemoro and Kansas, ^^®*^® ^ 

McKenzie and Womax Stevenson got out. He stated "® . 

(Derry) later got out of the car on Florida Street. He said 
that Oree McKenzie was to destroy the guns after the shooting, 
but he did not know if this had been performed. 

He claimed that he was Vice Chairman of the 
invaders at-^he time and that other officers were Richard 
Cabbage, younger brother of Chnrles, who had JJ® 

Chairman; Larry Larue Davis, Treasurer; Oree *«®Ke^io, 

Lecutive Secretary; Arthur 

He said John Henry Ferguson had not been an 

Invaders but had been considered a leader by the public 

since he was always in the limelight. 

With regard to others aware of the plans to 
anbuBb the squad car on that particular night, ‘*® 

John B. Smith was aware that something was going to happen. 
flfSld norinow What specifically but was bound to h*ve known 
somethlne W88 eolnc to happen when Oree McKenzie wont in to 
him to get the pistol and ammunition at Neighborhood Organizing 

he.diu.?ter., ». ..Id tb.t cwrl.. «bb.ge ... proMbl, 
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«i>nie that eoaiethliig would hnjipon btrauso one of the rifles 
Jjelcng^d to bin. Queried as to how nere ownership of the 
rifle would make him knowlcdpeable r£ iho ambush. Berry 
claimed that the rifle of Cabbaf^e had been obtained earlier 
that day, specifically August 24, 1968, from where Cabba(e 
had kept it in Lakevlew Gardens. 

“ {At this point it will be recalled that Cabbage 

and his girlfriend, Bdwlna Itarrell, were, according to 
Source Three, staying at the time in |.akevlew Gardens at 
residence of Rick Henry Taylor, located 368 McFarland, 
and this information was furnished 1o Meutenant L', U. 

ArkJn, who has since advised that the Attorney General's 
Ofllce has interviewed Rick Henry Taylor, who was uncooperative 
with them in furnishing any good lead i nforatation.) 

stated that the rifle hnd l>oen obtained from 
Cabbage earlier tiiat day for the purpose of ambushing a 
squad car at some time but not at anv S|H»ciflc time. He 
stated that the Kxecutive Board of the invaders, consisting 
of President Richard Cabbage, vice President Ben Berry, 

Oeionse Arthur Norwood, Business Manager Thomas 
Hnich pnrk. Treasurer l^rry Havls, and John B. Smith, the 
llninon iHilween the Invaders and the Black Organizing Project 
and Van Cabbage. Minister of Information, and Bonnie Delaney, 
aitlst of the Invaders, were nil aware that ultimately a squad 
car irould ambushed . ^ 

^^pl^ined that the firBt discussion regarding 
a possible ambush came up right alter an incident in Oakland. 
rnJlIornjB, where the Black Pautbers and the Police Department 
had n shoot-out. He claimed that tbe Invaders had done some 
corresponding witn the Black Panthers and other militant 
groups throughout the nation, and thr.t since the Panthers had 
declared war on the police in (alifornia, the invaders had 
been asked by the Panthers to dr. the same in Memphis, and 
that the PantherB had also aeked the "Comma ndos'^ in Newark 
.ew lersey, and different otganizalions tluoughout the country 
to do the same type thing, and at this i»olnt the invaders 

build an arsenal for this purpose. He was unable 
to elaborate, 
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He stated that the Executive Board of the Inva ‘ a 




aae ppllt, with the President inking one half and the Vi^ 
President, namely Ben Berry, taking the other half, and wat 
Berry, being Vice Chairman, took over the militant half,! 
and Richard Obbage, the Chairman, took over the politico 
half. This was in order not to slow up the processes of \he 
organization so that they could operate more effectively In . 
a semi-independent basis. He said that working with him 
were Minister of Defense. Arthur Norwood; Donnie Delaney, who 
had the title of Minister of Arts and Crafts; and Vomax 
Stevenson, who had the title of Assistant Minister of Defense, 
and that their job was to plan and build up the arsenal. 



with Panthers and other militant groups since the last part 
of 1967. He stated that John B. Smith coordinated the whole 
movement. Ho stated John B. Smith was the one who had 
contacted the people outside the city and that John B. Smith 
knew some fellow who worked at the Army Defense Depot. Ho 
claimed he did not know if ho was white or Negro, and that 
this man had indicated be could probably get them weapons. 

He said Charles Cabbage had some contact in Atlanta, Georgia, 
to get rifles, pistols, and ammunition, and that he did not 
know if Cabbage had ever received any and did not know that 
any had ever been received from the Army Depot. 



Invaders had a weapon of some kind. He stated that he bad been 
responsible for gathering them together, some rifles, some 
shotguns, most of them obtained through break-ins and 
burglaries, some taken from cars or trucks, some purchased. 

He stated that John B. .Smith and Charles Cabbage were doing 
the corresponding with Black Panthers and any other militant 
groups throughout the country. Some of them were typed, 
some were handwritten. He said records were kept at various 
people’s houses. Some might be at Larry Davis’ house, some 
were kept at other people’s houses. They were purposely kept 
scattered so that if anyone was captured, police would not 
find the entire records. He did not know specifically with 
whom Cabbage and John B. Smith were allegedly corresponding. 

He said that his mother, Mrs. .lessle Mae Berry, 59 East Trigg, 
who works at the Health Department, saw them as they were 



He stated that they had been in limited contact 



He stated that ultimately every member of the 
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^oing from his apartment back to the Invader headquarters 
in John Cary T71111ams' car and could verify the fact thab 
they were all together. 4 ■ \ • ] 



In a separate statement 



also dated January 2,1 
.1969, Berry told the above Individuals that be bad Joined 
the Invaders during the sanitation strike in Memphis, 
Tennessee. He said he had first learned of it while 
visiting the TTar on Poverty Committee office, 161 Jefferson. 

He said the initial organization bad been founded by former 
Carver High School students Donnie Delaney, Oree McKenzie, 
and lArry Davis. He stated the Invaders normally met once 
a week, with a general meeting, and business meetings at 
least each two weeks, and th.at most meetings were held 
initially at John B. Smith's apartment, 1644 Hanauer, 

Apartment 2. He stated that they would discuss recruiting and 
benefit shows for raising money, but that violence was not 
discussed at the regular meetings but was sometimes discussed 
at business meetings. Ho stated that Van Cabbage would 
frequently make notes, and take the minutes of the meetings 
home with him. He stated they frequently would discuss 
burning stores in South ^temphis such as McGee's on Person, 
Green's on Kansas, Silver Saver Stores, the service station 
at Parkway and Expressway which he thought was a Texaco 
station, Vabash Screen Door Company, on the night of the 
ambush, August 24, 1968, all of these to be diversion type 
burnlng^s. (it is known that the Texaco station was burned 
during the summer, as well as the Vabash Screen Door Company.) 

He stated that at McGee’s burning, Arthur Norwood 
and Thomas "Butch" Clark were involved and that Norwood was 
also involved in the service station burning. He stated 
that at Green's, Van Cabbage and a new member were involved. 

At Silver Saver's, Norwood, Delaney, and "Hutch" 

Clark were involved, Delaney being there to watch, Clark 
and Norwood doing the actual burning, and that at Wabash 
Screen Door Norwood did the burning. He claimed that this 
group hoped eventually to commit lots of acts of violence 
and have supporters commit acts of violence to divert and 
dissipate the strength of the police. He stated that the 
over-all group was the Black Organizing Project, an umbrella 
group, having subordinant groups such as a l^eMoyno group. 
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Menphls State University Black l^tudeiit AsEOclatlon, the f 
Oven College Afro-A*erican Bmlherhot-d, the Invaders, an'^ 
group from the downtown area Known an the Downtown Assoc 
He stated that the Afro-A»erlc*n Brotherhood, The Black 
Student Association, and the HJ-JCk Organizing Project we 
more political in nature. The rest, he said, would fall 
the militant category. The groups were loose-knit but did 
have some liaison with each other,. 

He claimed that in the Lamar- Airways Shopping 
Center, the merchants are paying for protection to the 
Avengers, the Iron Curtain, and the Invaders. He said that 
the Invaders did not call it rTOtection; they called it 
merely a "ghetto tax." He said it wus like a business 
which is in a poorly developed nelghl>orhood will have to 
pay BO much a week or month to help develop that neighborhood; 
otherwise, something drastic might happen to the business. 

He claimed that the Harlem Pcufo used to pay ?25 a week and 
that some of the stores in the shopping center, some of the 
liquor stores, paid as much ns S50 a week. He said a business 
would have a choice of either moving or paying. He stated 
that the collectors could be anyone from the Executive Board. 
He claimed he had never personally collected any money from 
these businesses, lie stated that to the best of his 
knowledge Larry Davis, Treasurer; Thomas "Butch" Clark, 
Business Manager; and Arthur Norwood more than likely 
collected the money. He stated that Larry Davis was the 
Treasurer and claimed that Davie would occasionally give 
financial reports and would deposit money in the Tri— State | 
Bank in the name Black Organizing Project. He claimed that 
the Black Organising Project purchased an old Rambler. He 
stated that they opened a business or bought a partnership 
into a business, the Afro Cleaners at Michigan and South 
Parkway. He did not elaborate. 



He stated that John B. Smith, Charles Ballard, 
Emmett House apparently looked into the possibility of 
getting hand grenades from someone up north, either in 
Detroit or Chicago, but could furnish no specifics. He 
claimed that many members of the Invaders use marijuana, 
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as well as Robltuseln, AC (a codeine base coug-b syrup). 
vRe claimed that most of the ufers hung around John B. 

'Smith's apartment before he ««<> arreeted and that this 
was known as the "crib." He clnlned that John B. Smith, 
Charles Cabbage, Emmett House, Huxley Gibson, Melvin Sml 
^ Larry Davis, Qree McKenzie, Richard Cabbage, Van Cabbage 
and Berry all were heavy users of aiarijuana. 

He claimed that Charles Cabbage had kept bis 
weapons In Lakevlew Gardens, that he had two rifles and a 
sawed-off shotgun there. He did not specify the place. 
(Again, this Is probably Rick Taylor's residence, 368 
McFarland.) He claimed that a lot of violence was 
scheduled for around the time of the first snowfall, 
feeling that the police would be Immobilized during that 
time, and that any of the militants v>ho had military service 
would be expected to use those firearms and they expected 
to receive outside help, once the word got out that they 
were having trouble. He claimed that the Invaders had 
never received any help from the NAACP or people such as 
Jesse Turner or Vasco Smith. He claimed that the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) gave them $500 as a 
bonus for what they did during tbe sanitation strike. 

Lieutenant Arkln also furnished a statement made 
by Johnnie Mae Berry, a female Negro, age 19, made at 59 
East Trigg, in tbe presence of Russell X. Thompson, Jessie 
Mae Berry, Frances Thomas, and Jewett Miller, on January 8, 
1969, Jessie Mae Berry being the mother of Ben Heard Berry. 
Bhe said she is living at 17 East Farrow, Apartment 1, and 
that she was at the Invaders headquarters on August 24, 1968, 
In the evening. She left her husband, Ben Berry, at the 
Invader or Neighborhood Organizing Project headquarters. 

She was at the headquarters when John Henry Ferguson had been 
arrested earlier that evening. She also recalled seeing 
Oree McKenzie and John Gary williams at the headquarters 
on that evening. She recalled that Oree McKenzie and other 
Invaders made a threat to the police alter they arrested 
Ferguson, indicating they would give the police 30 minutes 
to release him or else expect trouble. She did recall 
seeing Gary williams' car dilve up behind the Neighborhood 
Organizing Project headquarters, around 8;30 or thereabout. 
She saw her husband in tbe cat . 
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She recalled that between 9:00 and 9:30 she saw, 

Wotnax Stevenson and Oree McKenzie on Trigg at Kentucky 
coming toward Florida Street. She stated that they lookc 
as though they had been running; they were sweating and efeemed 
out of breath. She stated that Ben Berry later showed un and 
stayed there until the police came and arrested him. She 
recalled that he had been expecting John Gary Williams to 
come to his apartment shortly before he was arrested but 
did not say why. 

She recalled that shortly after Ferguson’s arrest, 

Oree McKenzie had hollered out "If they hadn't let Ferguson 
go In 30 minutes, the city is going down smoking; the 
revolution is going to follow through." She recalled that 
after Den Berry came home later that night, be kept expecting 
John Gary Williams to bring some "pieces" to his home. She 
said the pieces would be guns. She said that her husband, 

Ben Berry, had been a member or officer of the Invaders and 
that she too had enjoined around August, 1968. She stated 
that he had discussed with her the fact that Lance "Sweet ' 
Willie Wine" Watson was forming a Black United Front, to be 
made up of militant Negroes, and that he liked bis speeches. 

She said Ben would occasionally bring written records to her 
home and that some of those records were at her home as of 
the tine of the Interview and that she would be willing to 
make them available to the authorities. 

Johnnie Mae Berry continued that she had done 
limited work for the Invaders, had tvped some literature 
for them. Including one of their crude papers called 
"The Liberator." She said it bad something to do about the 
"pig cops." She stated that some of the material was written 
by one E. Y. McKinley, that a boy named Roy Turks wrote 
something, and that "The Lock" (Lewis Welch) wrote something, 
as did Nancy Watson. Nancy Watson bos some connection with 
"Sweet Willie Wine." She said that she bad marched with the 
Invaders in some of the hospital strike support marches and that 
she had attended support meetings at Clayborn Temple, usually 
led by "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson. She stated that Wine bad 
made remarks that the town should be destroyed if they did not 
get their demands acceded to. Vine even said he would kill 
his own mother if she got in his way. 
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She stated that Robert Lewis Taylor of the 

( I evaders had told sarchers to knock people down if they rft 
in their way and that he made statements like "they were J 
going to kill crackers" (black terminology for white ractf) . 

She stated Robert Taylor and others, not recalled, had made 
statements that they would kill any white man for any specific 
Negro. She stated she had seen guns in Robert Taylor's car 
which they were apparently keeping at Clayborn Temple during 
the fall of 1968 when they used the rear of that as head- 
quarters. She said- Robert Taylor had a pistol and that 
James Griffin had a big gun of some sort. Some of them 
were kept under a couch in the Clayborn Temple Office. 

She said she quit working for the Invaders in 
November, 1968. She said they were insincere, that they 
would collect money claiming they were going to use it for 
the poor but Instead would spend it on themselves. She 
stated that one time Lance "Sweet Willie Wine" Watson told 
her to go to the Mosque and help Cacheatuh (Cacheatuh Smith) 
and Roy Lee Turks. She stated Cacheatuh was Wine's 
girlfriend now. She said Cacheatuh Smith writes checks for 
the Invaders and that Willie Wine and Don (12(U) (Donald 
Pigford) signed them. She said they once had a firebomb 
on the desk in the Invaders office. She said she had not 
seen any grenades or gas bombs and that she had not seen any 
machine guns. She said that the Invaders had talked of doing 
a lot of arson if and when the Memphis Fire Department went 
on strike. 

She stated that she had seen several white 
people at some of the Invaders meetings, including 
Reverend Blackburn (apparently Reverend Malcom D. Blackburn) 
and one Kitty or Kathy (apparently Kathy Roop) , that she had 
been dating one John Weston. She said another white who 
came around was known as "Curly Top," but she did not know 
his name. Actually she said "Curly Top" was probably a 
girl and she had allegedly married one of the Invaders. 
(Apparently this is Lennice or Eunice Cole.) She also 
mentioned that a white male who teaches at Southwestern 
worked some with the Invaders. She said that some of the 
Students for a Democratic Society (SnS) members from Memphis 
State University had worked on some projects with the 
Invaders but she did not know their names. 
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She Bald another recent active Invader was one 
Maurice (LNU) (apparently Maurice Lewis). She went with 



The “PreBS-Sclmltar Menphis, Tennessee, dally 
newspaper, Issue of Thursday, February 20, 1969, page 19, 
carried a feature story captioned “35 Black Militants In 
Trouble Since last Summer, Invaders vs. the Law— Box Score 
to Date." This was written by staff writer Kay Pittman 
Black,, and Is as follows: 




